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The first half of the Autumn term has gone by so quickly. The children have been really 

busy and happy we are so 

pleased with how well  both old 

and new Venturers have settled. 

We mustn’t forget that Venture is 

a challenge and that is a large 

part of why we are all doing it. An 

indoor setting is an easier journey 

for children. They can sit in warm 

shelter on the carpet comforted 

by playing with toys that are 

familiar to them (maybe a train 

set) without having to make an 

effort to engage and use their 

imaginations. When we arrive in the woods or the beach we often get the opportunity to 

stand back and watch as they begin to come up with their own new ideas and play 

wonderful imaginary games together.  We can’t help but feel very proud and also happy 

that you have all chosen a setting which, yes is sometimes more challenging, but is 

undeniably better in that it is giving your children an opportunity to become engrossed 

with all of their senses in the natural world, to make their own decisions, to use their 

imagination and be allowed to think independently rather than be spoon fed knowledge. 

The children gain so much from this and everyday we get to see it on their faces as they 

complete a challenging task independently.  

 

 



 

 

 

We watch as they decide what to do next, without 

obvious predictable activities set up for them. 

Instead they have to think, wonder, dream and 

create things to do on their own. This has lead to 

some fantastic ideas such as the ‘toilet area’ some of 

them have spent weeks planning, designing and 

building, clearing a path, digging an area, tying rope 

across trees to stop people entering and laying 

bamboo canes to mark the pathway. There has also 

been bridge making, pirate ships, redirecting the 

reading rooms gutter water, making a waterway in 

the stream and so much more. All of this was done 

as a team, welcoming new people each week, 

negotiating, problem solving, sharing, making 

decisions and taking risks and changing strategies. Add to that the incredibly rich language 

used in order to complete these tasks together and we have something really very special! 

The resources we provide for the children to play with allow them to try their own ideas, 

ask their own questions, discover their own answers and create new possibilities.  

 

This term we have started to have fires in the woods and the 

children enjoy collecting the wood, sorting it into piles for us 

in order of size, talking about how well each piece might 

burn. They have quickly grasped the fire safety and can now 

all tell us what we need to do in order to keep safe. They 

discuss what the fire needs to burn leading onto the 

different ways in which we could put it out.  Some of the 

Thursday children have also started to cook on the fire, so 

far we have had damper bread and popcorn. 
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Learning 

‘Childhood is not a race to see how quickly a child 

can read, write and count. It is a small window of 

time to learn and develop at the pace that is right 

for each individual child. Earlier is not better’ 

Magda Gerber 

We are very aware that some people may 

wonder about whether their child should 

be in a more conventional preschool and 

maybe think that it is all about play at 

Venture. We do of course place a high 

emphasis on play as we all know that this is in fact how children learn, but they also have 

three times everyday when they sit as a group for discussions. During this time they are 

listening because they are interested. We don’t need to tell them to sit still and listen 

because it is led by them.  We talk about books we have read, we tell stories, they talk 

about their homes, places they have been and what they have been doing with their 

families. We count, sing and make shapes with our hand wipes, we learn about phonics and 

recognising letters, words and numbers.  Most of the children can now recognise their own 

name from the rope bus name ribbons, but many are now also learning their friends 

names. All of this happens because the children want to be there, are eager to learn and 

they are being presented with relevant and meaningful situations with many of the ideas 

coming from them.  
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Clothing 

 

Thank you for making sure that the children are all well equipped for their time with us. 

Could we please ask that, over the autumn and winter, they always arrive ready for the day 

in their waterproofs as they do like to get stuck in straightaway which often involves having 

‘cups of tea’ thrown over them! Could you also please ensure that their coats are 

underneath the straps for their waterproof trousers, this makes going to the loo much 

easier and quicker for them. 

Food 

We would like to do our bit for the environment as much as possible and it would be 

wonderful if you could help us to reduce plastic waste in the children’s lunchboxes. The 

best lunches are in reusable or paper wraps/bags, this also reduces the weight of their 

bags.  
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Allergies 

Please remember that we have children with allergies and therefore it is very important 

that we keep Venture a nut and sesame free zone. Thank you. 

Work for us 

We are recruiting! If you or anyone you know is interested in coming to work for us, please 

email for an application form and information pack for a part time job at Venture! 

Rest assured that we are fully committed to keeping Venture Hope Cove exactly as it is. We 

hope to make it even better as we are looking for people who can add something special to 

what we have already created. 

Future plans 

To keep you all updated on our plans, we are currently looking for a small piece of land, 

preferably in a more accessible location, where we hope to open another setting. This 

would be different to Hope Cove in that it would be run permanently within a contained 

garden. We would hope to create the perfect play/learning environment out of natural 

materials including for example, mud kitchens, a stage, a vegetable garden, chickens, 

climbing areas, a tool workshop, fire pit and a big teepee. If any of you have or know 

someone else who might own bit of land we could possibly rent or buy please let us know. 

Helping your child at home 

We hope that you feel you can talk to us at the beginning and end of sessions or call us on 

a Monday or Friday in order to talk about your child and their progress. We try to pass on 

informally what your child has been doing, their progress and what they are working on. 

We also use Tapestry to point out what they are doing and how it is linked to learning and 

the EYFS. This may not always be obvious so if you would like more formal pointers please 

do let us know. We make notes based upon our daily observations about what we feel the 

children’s next steps are. Examples might be as simple as sharing, settling, talking in a 

group or counting beyond 10, recognising shapes etc. If you would like more information 

about how we teach phonics for example, please do ask and we can give a little lesson or a 

few tips and ideas. 
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Hope Cove Breakwater fund 

As some of you will know the Hope Cove breakwater is in a critical condition and the village 

have put together a group of fundraisers to help pay for urgent repairs. Last year they 

made a Christmas tree from lobster pots and they are doing the same this year. We have 

been invited to decorate some of the beautiful wooden decorations to go on this year’s 

tree. We would then ask each of the parents to “adopt” their child’s decoration for the 2018 

Hope Cove Lobster Pot Christmas tree by making a small donation to the fund. The tree is 

due to be built and decorated on 1 Dec and will stay on the Quay until 12th night.  The 

Hope Cove Tree has its own Facebook page called ‘Hope Cove Christmas Tree’. On it you 

can see some of the decorations and photos of last year’s tree. Apparently it will be a lot 

bigger this year! 

Christmas celebration 

We plan to have a Christmas rope bus procession to the Lobster Pot Christmas Tree on 

Tuesday 18th December from 4 - 5 pm. The children will sing you some christmas songs 

and we will all enjoy a hot chocolate! We would love for you all to come and bring along 

anyone else who fancies joining in with our celebration! 

Accounts 

Just to let you know that Wendy is no longer doing the accounts. Apologies for the short 

lived change. You will receive your invoices as before from our Venture email account.  

We break up for half term on Thursday 18th October and return on Tuesday 23rd. 

Have a wonderful half term! 

Jenny and Zoe. 
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